WHAT’S THE WORLD COMING TO?

using VR to imagine the future
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Impacts of Sea Level Rise on the SF Bay Area
















Preparing for Change Along Our Shore

Sea level rise is impacting us HERE in
Marin County NOW, with more frequent and
damaging floods. It is up to all of US to
protect the bayside communities we love.

SEA LEVEL RISE
VIRTUAL REALITY EXPERIENCE
TAKE A LOOK through

the OWL viewer to see
what higher tide
levels mean for this
very location now,
what it could mean in
the near future, and some
possible responses to meet the
challenge of living with water,

Please share your thoughts about what you see:
answer a few questions in the OWL and/or leave
an audio recording.

The OWL is awake every day from 5 AM — 10 PM
and sleeps at night.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION with community members,
business leaders, and elected officials as we discover what
is most vulnerable to sea level rise in Marin County and
explore the pathways of action we can take together.

BE A PART OF THE EFFORT.
Tweet us @HereNowUs using #0WLMARIN

Visit www . Here-Now-Us ore for more information and
to get involved.
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MARIN IS FACING THE CHALLENGE by planning for
climate change so we can protect our communities now and
into the future. Yet learning to live with rising sea levels
is not enough. Reducing risk requires cutting the carbon
emissions that drive climate impacts.

That's why:

* Marin Clean Energy supplies 50% renewable energy
to its customers and promotes energy efficiency. You
can run your household and business with MCE's
“Deep Green™ 100% renewable energy. For more
information, visit www.mcecleanenergy.org.

= Marin County is taking other steps to cut carbon,
such as reducing car traffic by expanding multi-use
paths like the one you are standing on, creating
a network of EV charging stations, and encouraging
public transit use.
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The Key Research Questions:

> Can we raise people’s concern

about sea-level rise by visualizing the threat”?

» Can we move the concerned population to

become engaged in adaptation efforts?
» Direct action
» Web engagement
» Community dialogue

» What are the larger lessons for the role of
visualization in climate engagement?



The OWL Experiment:

Current conditions and flood risk

Increased flood risk due to sea level rise

2 adaptation options:

a sea wall and a horizontal levee









~_.and three feet of sea level r rise






Level of Concern
about Current Flood Risk

(No null answers)
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Level of Concern about Future Inundation Risk
(No null answers)
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Desire for More Information about Different

Adaptation Options
(no null answers)
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Virtual Reality appears to be one of the most effective tools
that we currently have
— But people mustbe given actionable connections to engage them

Using visualization tools raises awareness and concern
— Particularlyamong the least concerned and the oldest

There is a clear desire to be engaged among the “concerned”

— Those who start with a high level of concern, or increase their level
of concern, express a greater desire to be engaged

Levels of engagement are generally low
— Butitis higher among older participants

Potential for moving people to action remains uncertain

— This is being explored furtherin a follow-on studyin San Mateo
County andin San Francisco
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CLIMATE ACCESS
www. climateaccess.org

OWLIZED
www.owlized.com

Dr. SUSANNE MOSER
WWW.Ssusannemoser.com

MARIN COUNTY SEA LEVEL RISE PROJECT
www. marinslr.org

MARIN COUNTY SUSTAINABILITY TEAM:

ENERGY EFFICIENCY, GREEN BUSINESSES, GREEN BUILDING, ETC.

www. marinsustainability.org

MARIN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
FLOOD CONTROL AND STORM WATER MANAGEMENT
www. marincounty.org/depts/pw/divisions/flood-control

MARIN CLEAN ENERGY
WWW. marincleanenergy.org

LOCAL ENERGY AGGREGATION NETWORK— LEAN ENERGY US
http://www.leanenergyus.org

BAY CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
http://www.bcdc.ca.gov

STRATEGY FOR A SUSTAINABLE REGION
www.abag.ca.gov

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERICADMINISTRATION
http://www.noaa.gov/climate

YALE ENVIRONMENT 360
http://e360.yale.edu

CLIMATE READINESS INSTITUTE
http://climatereadinessinstitute.org

350.0rg

www. 350.0r

TOO0 RESTLTENT CITIES
http://www. 100resilientcities.org

CITIZENS CLIMATE LOBBY
www. citizensclimatelobby.org

THE CLIMATE MOBILIZATION
http://www.theclimatemobilization.org

RESILIENT NEIGHBORHOODS
www.resilientneighborhoods. org

Contact Information:

LESLIE ALDEN

Policy Aide

Office of Supervisor Kate Sears
Marin County Board of Supervisors
415-473-7862

lalden @marincounty.org




